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This book is essential for everyone...not just boyscouts or boys even, it is full of practical advice on

just about everything...  The original Boy Scout Handbook standardized American scouting and

emphasized the virtues and qualifications for scouting, delineating what the American Boy Scouts

declared was needed to be a "well-developed, well-informed boy." The book includes information on

the organization of scouting, signs and signaling, camping, scouting games, and a description of

several scouting honors. Scouts past and present will be fascinated to see how scouting has

changed in the ensuing years, and how it has stayed the same.
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From the preface: The Boy Scouts of America is a corporation formed by a group of men who are

anxious that the boys of America should come under the influence of this movement and be built up

in all that goes to make character and good citizenship. In order that the work of the boy scouts

throughout America may be uniform and intelligent, the National Council has prepared its "Official

Handbook," the purpose of which is to furnish to the patrols of the boy scouts advice in practical

methods, as well as inspiring information."

I will add to the many other unfavorable reviews. As best I can tell, the "publisher" took a very old

Boy Scout manual and hand-keyed the text into a word processor, hoping (I guess) to trick the

potential buyer into thinking it was an up-to-date book. But then what to do with the illustrations?

The "publisher" scanned them and pasted them into the word processor file.The honest way to do

this would have been to say so. Say that "as a service to the reader, we have reproduced etc." And



then the honest thing would have been to state the year (from the copyright notice, if nothing else)

of the book from which this text and these illustrations were copied. Instead the reader who has

gotten part way through the book, and who has figured out that something is very wrong with the

book, is left to thumb backward and forward in the book to try to figure out the year of the book.

Bweware - the hard copy I received is missing page 5, instead page 88 was placed there however

the other side is page 6. So whoever made this copy made a mistake. However you can find it on

the preview of the kindle copy.Also I rented the paperback from the library which is illustrated in

color. The color does not add to anything, however I like the size of the paperback book better.

Same amount of pages 400 + Forward + advertisements., the print is the exact same size and look

as if it were copied from the same archive. It is not missing page 5. It would be easier to carry

around.Other than that, the book is filled with interesting information and good starting point for a

wide range of things. I recommended it for everyone of all ages.

I recently became a scout leader and wanted to have the current version of the scout handbook, so

I bought the Kindle version thinking this was it. And at $2.99, what a bargain, right? Wrong. This is

the original 1911 version. Really? How is this helpful to current scout leaders? And after so many

reviews criticizing the practice of not clearly indicating-- at least as far as three years back-- in the

description that this is not the current handbook, one would think  would have fixed this by now. I

would never have read the reviews before purchasing the book anyway (I only read them AFTER I

realized it was the wrong book to see if others had the same issue), because it doesn't matter what

others think of the book-- I still need it. Now I'm stuck with a book I don't need, and I still have to go

out and by the current book. Waste of money. C'mon . Fix this please.

Its amazing how different the handbook is today compared to the older ones. This one is loaded

with great, useful information. The newest one is essentially useless.

Unique gift for a boy scout. As expected ... Thank You

bought this thinking it was the official handbook that my son needed for Boy Scouts. might be useful

but not the required one.

With a publication date of 2014 was hoping it was the "official" handbook, but it is NOT. Should have



looked at the comments prior to purchase.

My husband was in a hurry and didn't notice all the other reviews. This is NOT the handbook of the

Boy Scouts of America.
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